CPATH i18n Panel Discussion (Oct 25, 2008)

Na Zeng, Microsoft China University Relations

Sharad Garg, Intel Oregon, Architect and Program Manager

Dahai Li, Google China, Software Engineer

Q1: Describe your background and current projects of international scope

NZ:  M.E. Mechanical Engineering, M.S. and MBA Boston University

Works on University Relations International Team – coordinates with UR from many other countries, works with Kent Foster, CPATH partner from Microsoft

SG: Ph.D. U. Connecticut

Project mgmt with teams in Shanghai, Beijing, Israel.  Product is for Chinese consumers.

DL: B.S., M.S. Mathematics.  Works on Linux desktop search which supports 11 languages, i18n was very challenging.  Working with intl teams very challenging.

Q2: What was most helpful in your education?

NZ: SE course, project management training at high level

SG:  SE course with teamwork.  A professor who had students create their own project and present at 3 week intervals;  an architecture class of which 1/3 of grade was presentation

DZ: mathematical foundations

Q3: What would you have liked to learn at university that you didn’t?

NZ: the idea of lifelong learning, the bigger global view of the field, constant exposure to new technologies

SG: cross cultural communication, collaborative tools (Communicator, Live Mtg, Access Grid); the importance of personal ties and F2F socializing and how it greatly impacts the success of the professional relationship.

DL: agility, project-oriented courses, soft skills
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