Report on Working Group on Distributed Software Development Class

Coordinator: Cindy Brown, PSU

Our group discussed the issues and obstacles that need to be overcome to make the course work. These include: having an interesting project that students at both locations will be excited to work on; dividing the project work appropriately (with due regard for Conway’s law, which basically means that the two groups should be working on parts of the project that are as disjoint as possible); having an arrangement for regular (probably at least weekly) meetings; giving the students some training in how to work with people from the other culture; using software tools that facilitate long-distance collaboration (for such things as source control and bug tracking, at the very least). We decided that probably a two-way collaboration, perhaps with an industrial partner, would be best, at least until we get the kinks worked out. 

