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The goal of the meeting was to examine the existing IEEE/ACM Curriculum 2001, assess its support of internationalization, and develop a plan for contributing and influencing future revisions of the curriculum. The group believes that changes to this curriculum standard should be based on our i18n model curriculum recommendations. It appears that we favor specific curriculum modules with an international focus in knowledge areas such as Software Engineering, HCI, Ethics, etc.  In addition, we are supporting professional preparation experiences such as international internships, etc that are typically considered “soft skills” or complementary education. For example, current Software Engineering components focus on tools far more than processes: only SE4, software processes, and SE8, software project management, focus on processes. Consequently, there are not many obvious places to put internationalization into the current curriculum.  There is little discussion of “soft skills” except for the knowledge areas that “complete the curriculum” in Section 9.1: mathematics, the scientific method, familiarity with applications, communications skills, and working in teams. The section concludes with a discussion of the “complementary curriculum”, defined as preparation for computer science graduates to become “agents of change capable of moving into employment with skills and expectations that prove of enduring value to [their] organization”.  No knowledge units are described for these goals. 

Consequently, we need to start the IEEE/ACM committee thinking now about adding internationalization into the curriculum planned for 2011(?). Although the interim review (http://wiki.acm.org/cs2001/index.php?title=Main_Page) includes a brief section (4.3) on international considerations, in the opinion of several CPATH members this section trivializes the issue and does not begin to address the important issues. Adding in process-oriented material will require removing some material or increasing core hours (and consequently reducing elective material—there will always be an impact). The group is committed to writing a 5-page white paper on this to present at the May 2009 CPATHi18n meeting.  Whether we will have enough people committed to carrying this out maybe a problem.
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