CPATH i18n Student Forum – Workshop 2, Beijing – 10/26/08

Roll:

Han Qin – U of O

Kiki Davis – U of O

Zheng Li – PKU (PhD Candidate)

Fei Yan – PKU (PhD Candidate – new to workshop)

Mike Dalby – U of O

Sun Tao – PKU (PhD Candidate – new to workshop)

Andy Isaacson – U of O

Wu Si – PKU (Master’s student – new to workshop)

Toby Ehrenkranz – U of O

Dahai Li – Google China

Bing Li

Quick summary of CPATH i18n

Undergraduate opportunities only? Perhaps graduate opportunities as well at WuXi

What are Chinese students’ motivation for coming?

Zheng Li - Benefits of intl experience – learning language, knowing different cultures outside of China, hobby to see outside of China

Han Qin – to know different cultures

FY – Wants to be exposed to research from other places, wants to communicate

Kiki is only one wanting to go into education

ST: never been to a program like this, wants to see most advanced topics

WS: Interested in working internationally, plans to work internationally, plans to get PhD – possible to be professor, but for now wants to go to industry

Toby: Do most students want to work intly?

WS, yes to experience different culture

ZL – Researchers in schools stay away from industry, read papers from US, do research that makes it to industry.  Feels like must go to industry in order to be able to teach students

WS – Do many students in US want to continue to advanced degrees (Toby: No)

KD – Teachers should have some experience in industry

MD – Lots of ideas about how and when to send students abroad.  What would Chinese students prefer?  One issue is that sequence of classes would be upset.  One semester abroad might leave students out of sequence.

ST – not as sequenced in PKU

KD – Many more students at PKU, can offer more classes

HQ – Prereqs do exist in China, but there should be equivalencies

AI – Did the Chinese students have undergraduate intl experiences?  What form would they best take

FY – Summer programs are a good way (most convenient) for students so it doesn’t interfere with program.

HQ – How about online courses?  Would that be acceptable?

FY – Many hard conditions for online study…

TE – Online is similar to what may be needed for industry online collab.

KD – Possibility for exchange between two universities, taking same class at same time, collab on same project.  Would that appeal?

ZL – Should study with companies doing multinational enterprise.  Study what they do in different cultures to communicate, study project management.  Not every China university has a chance to communicate with foreigners.  I remember during my undergraduate had only one chance to see a foreigner – for one lecture of 500 people.  Very hard to communicate with foreigners!

KD – If class existed to collaborate between China and US, would you like (ZL – yes)

FY – Would like to be able to collaborate on project, but taking a class abroad could be boring

TE – Sounds like Chinese students are much more interested in getting intl experience, though it doesn’t sound like Americans do

HQ – yeah, in my classes in China, there were no foreigners, only Koreans who spoke Chinese.  Would be good to interact with foreigners.  In US, there are many foreigners so students may feel like they are in an intl dept.  May be some interest in working on same project?

ZL – Americans have relationships in different countries.  Can go abroad to see relations in other countries.  It’s very difficult for normal Chinese students to be able to go abroad

WS – Had an experience working with a group in Denmark on a website project.  It’s very good: communicate through net, email, etc.  Denmark builds UI, we would program.  Exchange programs might be hard, but doing a project intly might be meaningful.  Learned communication skills.  Issues like time zone.  Everyone in Denmark wanted to communicate with Chinese students, but only project coordinators talked to Denmark.  Maybe was problem with English, but probably because students are shy and don’t walk to talk to foreigners.

KD – What does it take to get over shyness?  Did casual interaction help?

WS – Casual interaction helps a lot!  Important to play together.

KD – Cultural difference: Americans might not want to show casual lives to coworkers.  Chinese culture is different it seems 

ZL – During undergrad, had class in spoken English with foreigner.  Was shy in class because embarrassed about pronunciation.  After class, instructor asked for help finding a gym, so while helping the teacher outside of the class room, speaking while finding gym, was very important.  Helps to have 1 to 1 relationship.  After that could talk in class.

AI – Maybe important to play XBOX

HQ – Better to talk than chat as well.

TE – To summarize: talked about issues to make intl experience better, spoke mostly about Chinese side.  Sounds like Chinese side is already very interested.  How best to get other side going?  Good things are 1-1 and casual communication.

ZL – Can use MSN to speak together in Chinese!

FY – I think Chinese would be very hard for the foreigners.

HQ – Would Chinese students want to go for a foreign degree?  Go for one or two years?  I have a friend who went to Denver to get a degree, but stayed in China.  Profs came here to teach.

ZL – Need to be able to write a thesis in Chinese for undergrad studies.

HQ – Maybe if we can offer a degree, then more would be interested in coming.

BL – Question for Chinese, as dollars become cheaper for Chinese, if travel were covered for a summer school, would Chinese students come?

ZL – Question would be how much students need to pay.

BL – Would estimate about $2500 for two months in summer – 15000 yuan

ST – I think that would be too much for a Chinese student to pay.

KD – What if it would go down to 10000.

ST, WS – Maybe 8000 to 10000

KD - Would housing be OK if living with many other people (yes)?

BL – Even 20000 would be worthwhile for Chinese parents.  A high school summer school charged 35000 and people paid.

DL – When it comes to undergrads, decision made more by the students themselves more than the parent.  If student had to pay, 10000 would be too expensive.

ZL – I was asked by Prof Tim how much I would be willing to pay.  He mentioned PhD salary, Chinese student would like that

ST – My family would be willing to give me money for that, but students want to be independent!  Would not want to ask parents for that money.

MD – Do Chinese degrees have special distinctions like honors?

WS – Yes, but not the same as in US.  

MD – We talked before about capstone project or many intl projects, and then as final project, went abroad to complete project.  After, student would get a distinction on their degree.  Would that make it more worth it for Chinese?

ZL – This program is fit for students who want to work in intl company.  Would make students more attractive for intl company.

WS – Only for undergrads (focused on undergrads).  UG’s perhaps not as eager to get a job.

FY – There are interesting possibilities in schools in Beijing, Shanghai, but not other schools.

WS – Not all students can go abroad, but possible for some students and their parents would help

ZL – Also need visa!

WS – There are some opportunities to go abroad, but not to US – to Japan or Korea

MD – Any other topics or thoughts?

FY – As postgraduates, hard to think about undergrads.

MD – Let’s talk about American issues.  Many Americans have been abroad, even here.

KD – Never thought to go outside bubble.  Common for Americans 

AI – I think American students need to have language integrated with program, so that by the time they get to China, can have basis of language.

KD – Also need to change perceptions that going abroad is something they should do!  Need to encourage students.

TE – Is American job market the reason to come to US to study?

HQ – I think it is important reason, among others.

MD – Many ask me why to study Chinese when most people abroad learn English?  I feel like I know enough Chinese to get around city, but maybe not to learn algorithms in Chinese.  How much language does it take to be able to study CS?

KD – Language should be added to intl track.

ZL – If professors could both speak Chinese and English, faculty could facilitate intl project.
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