
Group Report: International Summer School


One way to sustain our CPATH community is to institute a series of summer schools for senior-level undergraduates from our North American and Asian partners. The location for these summer schools could alternate between an Asian site (such as Wuxi) and a North American site.  This is a report of the meeting of those interested in developing a summer school giving computer science students knowledge of technical material in the context of an international group of students and consideration of international issues and problems in software development.  The meeting had two parts, the first focusing on development of a broad list of possible models for such a school; the second part focused on issues of implementation.


We first considered a number of models for such a summer school, where all models involve about two weeks of contact and allow from some group travel before, during, or after the school.  Ideas included: (i) introductory lectures and demonstrations based on CPATH curriculum modules (HCI, ethics, software engineering), with project work in mixed cultural groups; (ii) a course that focuses on cultural and business issues based on lectures and problem solving with group travel for students; (iii) a workshop model, where students and faculty present reports on current projects; (iv) a contest model, where international teams of students are formed and are given a project to implement, perhaps with some initial background training; (v) team taught courses where a panel of international professors give diverse viewpoints and approaches to an common theme; (vi) a longer course involving a site in the Pacific Northwest and another in Asia with travel between the two sites at a midpoint.


The group then addressed practical, implementation issues, including travel funding, visas, recruitment of teachers and students, and reasonably priced venues.
The WUXI site in China and perhaps a site in Canada for visa reasons were suggested.  Finding grants to support travel and instructor stipends was another issue.  Finally, we proposed  the following model:


CPATH International Summer School in Computing



Annual Call for Course Proposals




topics/instructors (international teams preferred)




time and location (WUXI, other asian/northwest location)



Course Publication




recruitment of students for those accepted proposals



Course Coordination




local arrangements




travel component



Grant Funding




travel grants




instructor stipends




program coordinator stipend




advisory board stipends
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